
 

 

kangaloola.news@gmail.com September, 2015 

Kangaloola is NOT open to the public. If you want to help or volunteer, please check our website or email us. 1 

   

 For some months, Paris, aged 11, had been telling her 

dad, Michael, if they see a dead kangaroo they should check 

inside the pouch. (Ed: this is great advice, because joeys can 

survive a few days inside the pouch of a dead mother kangaroo). 

 When asked how Paris knew to check inside the pouch 

she said ‘I have no clue’. She just knew. That turned out to 

be lucky for one little joey. Michael, her father, saw an 

injured kangaroo on their farm, so he and Paris went to 

check. The mother roo was quite young, she had broken a 

leg crossing over a fence. Unfortunately, she would not 

survive and was euthanaised. 

 They could see movement in the pouch through the 

skin, and gently felt inside. There was a tiny joey in there. It 

was quite exciting for Paris because she had been telling her 

Dad about checking pouches as recently as the previous 

day. 

 Paris and Michael gently removed the joey and placed 

her inside a pillow slip, then kept her warm. Initially, Paris 

thought she could care for the joey and raise it herself. 

Michael called the local vet and was advised that it is illegal 

to keep native wildlife as a pet and joeys will die if fed on 

normal milk. 

 Knowing the joey needed urgent care, Michael called 

the Wildlife Victoria help line. They, in turn, contacted a 

local rescuer who came immediately. The time 

from initial rescue to handover to a rescuer was 2 

hours, so Paris and Michael did exactly the right 

thing once they realised they could not care for the 

joey. She was put into the care of expert carers as 

quickly as possible. 

 The joey was immediately treated for shock 

and dehydration at Kangaloola. Later, she began a 

4 hourly feeding regimen on the special milk 

formula for kangaroos. She is now known as 

‘Meika’ and is doing very well. It’s a long road 

from pouch to living independently in the bush. 

Meika will be at the shelter for 18 months. 
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Name:  Paris Weller 

Age:  11 

Lives: on a farm at Kergunyah South. 

Interests: Paris loves animals (Ed: you can usually 

count on children to show us the way). 

Some of her pets are ‘Cinderella’ a ginger cat, 

‘Luca’ a Scotch Collie dog, ‘Tommy’ the horse and 

‘Scarlet’ an Angus calf. Actually, she hand raised 

Scarlet who was orphaned. Paris has successfully 

raised 4 orphan calves. She also sponsors an 

orphan Orang-utan in Borneo. 
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DOPEY – The Poop of the Matter 

 During Summer 14/15, a very young male wombat 

was found near the road, somehow separated from his 

mother. He was in terrible danger being so young and 

exposed with no protection. This wombat found his way 

to Kangaloola and the extensive experience (40+ years!) of 

Glenda Elliott. 

 This young wombat took the name “Dopey”. The 

bloated stomach was not a good sign – he was not passing 

waste. His system was blocked. There was an urgent trip 

to the vet for x-ray and assessment. The prognosis was not 

good - euthanasia was recommended. He was deemed a 

hopeless case. 

 Dopey did not agree. Back at Kangaloola, he wanted 

to eat and play – there was no shortage of wombat rough 

and tumble with this guy! He was also very cuddly and 

loved tummy rubs. The philosophy at Kangaloola is that if 

an animal wants to live (i.e. it has a zest for life) then we 

will do everything that is possible for as long as possible 

to help them back to normal. 

 Dopey went onto a program of 1-2 enemas per 

day. After a few weeks, it seemed hopeless. His 

blocked system was not responding. But he still 

wanted to eat, rest and play - what to do?  

 Keep going - that’s what to do! Glenda 

persisted with this treatment, plus tummy 

massages, for 2-3 months. Slowly, but surely, he 

began to excrete more and larger quantities until … 

one particular day there was a huge, stinky, foul 

purging of whatever it was that had blocked his 

system. Finally, he was back to a completely normal 

life after that. 

 Please don’t blame the vet for recommending 

euthanasia – they make tough decisions based on a 

set of fixed criteria – they can’t factor for the 

limitless dedication of the carers at Kangaloola. 

Sometimes we rescue an animal from certain death, 

and sometimes sadly, we fail. Vets make tough 

decisions every day, with limited resources and 

working to balance all the factors. The total 

dedication and energy of an individual can change 

that equation in favor of the animal.  

 Dopey is one example of that. In this case it 

worked out well - other times it definitely does not 

work out so well. It’s not possible to avoid 

euthanasia in all cases. But, let's give it a go. 

Kangaloola is funded entirely by donations. We 

depend on your generosity to continue vital work 

of rescue, care and rehabilitation of wildlife. If 

you believe in what we do, and want to help, 

please give generously today (on the web). Photo: Dopey and Dora 
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Would you like to receive this newsletter? 

Please email: kangaloola.news@gmail.com 

 

Yackandandah area 24HR Rescue Hot Line: 

0407 412 750 
Elsewhere: google ‘wildlife rescue’ 

The Great Escape! 

 Do these wombats look like a couple of escape 

artists? ... not while they are cute and sleeping. 

During autumn, we had 3 young wombats together 

in the main enclosure. Then … disaster struck. 

 A brand new volunteer accidentally left the 

wombat enclosure gate open and all of them 

disappeared into the wild. It was way too early to be 

on their own, they still needed protection and care 

for many more months. 

 Everyone was very worried, it seemed they were 

lost to the bush and doomed to a nasty end. It was 

heart wrenching to know the three little ones were 

on their own and in great danger. 

 Then, about 3 weeks later, early one morning, 

they all showed up! UNBELIEVABLE. They were 

scrawny, scratched, hungry and somewhat knocked 

about. One came in by himself and the other 2 

came in together. It seems they had stuck together 

and looked after each other while out in the bush. 

There was huge relief and a lot of joy to see the 3 

babies safely back in their sleeping box. 

 All of them have recovered back to their normal 

rascally wombat selves. Hopefully they learned some 

things that will help them survive and prosper as 

adult wombats in the wild (when they are released). 

 Just like any animal, the baby 

wombats need exercise. Often that 

involves bundling the wombat up into a 

sock (they like a really tight sock as a 

pouch substitute) and taking them out 

into the bush for a wander. They will 

follow their leader with great zest, 

trundling along right at your feet and 

almost tripping you up.  

 Once they have had enough of 

exercise, then it's time for a tummy 

scratch and then back into their sock 

and off to sleep. Did you know adult 

wombats are surprisingly fast with a top 

speed of 40 km/h - a wombat at full 

speed is amazing to see! 

Wombat Wanderings 
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https://www.facebook.com/KangaloolaWildlifeShelter 
 

http://www.kangaloolawildlifeshelter.org.au 

 Caddy the wombat is a great example of 

the work Kangaloola does. She was rescued as 

an orphan joey, cared for and raised to 

adulthood. She is now wild and free, sometimes 

returning to the shelter for a visit. There is a 

special woman-made wombat lodge at the 

shelter, affectionately known as Wom-Back-

Packers. The photos show Caddy, and a 

wonderful surprise when she returned to Wom-

Back-Packers recently with her very own new 

baby (called a joey). Caddy shows us how 

wildlife shelters, through the skill and selfless 

dedication of rescuers and carers can 

successfully raise orphan animals and return 

those same animals to the wild. 

 

 Caddy was rescued, raised and released 

from Kangaloola about 3 years ago. She 

returned over summer 2014/15, looking for 

food, and took up residence in Wom-

backpackers, a custom built wombat 

residence at the shelter. 

It’s what Kangaloola is all about – the Story of Caddy 

 We were treated to the rare sight of her 

Joey almost falling out of the pouch over 

summer. 

 

 Wombats have a rear facing pouch 

which allows them to dig without filling the 

pouch with soil and harming their joey. The 

joey was not seen for a few months until he 

emerged from the den - you can see what 

a cutie he turned out to be.  

  If you see a dead or injured wombat, 

you must check the pouch but remember 

that the opening is right at the rear end of 

the animal. If you are unsure what to do, 

you can always call us 0407 412 750 for 

advice any time of the day. 

Caddy’s baby in pouch (Photo: Sarah Smith) 
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